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I. DESCRIPTION OF PROCEEDING 
 
 On March 31, 2014, Emera Maine (Emera) submitted a petition for a Certificate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to construct a new 138 kV transmission 
line in Aroostook County to serve northern Maine customers.  Emera filed its petition as 
a “preliminary” filing on the basis that the petition is not considered a complete petition 
until an analysis of non-transmission alternatives has been completed by the 
Commission or its designated contractor. 35-A M.R.S. §§ 3132(2-C)(C), 3132-A.  Thus, 
Emera’s initial filings included a request that the Commission begin its independent 
investigation on non-transmission alternatives to construction of Emera’s proposed 
transmission line. 
 
 The Commission hired ICF Incorporated, LLC (ICF) to evaluate the 
nontransmission alternatives associated with the proposed transmission line proposed 
by Emera.  ICF completed the NTA study, entitled Assessment of Non-Transmission 
Alternatives to the Proposed 138 kV Line Aroostook County to Serve Northern Maine 
Customers (October 9, 2014), and that study has now been filed in this docket. 
 
 On October 9, 2014, Emera supplemented its March 31, 2014 CPCN petition 
with updated route information, and indicated it is prepared to serve notice on abutting 
landowners.  Emera’s proposed 138 kV solution, if approved, would connect the New 
Brunswick Power Woodstock Terminal Substation with the Emera Maine 69 kV system 
in Monticello, Maine. The proposed line route is 4.2 miles long and is generally 130 feet 
wide.  The proposed solution includes the construction of a new 138/69 kV substation in 
Monticello to connect the new 138 kV line with the existing Emera Maine 69 kV lines, 
which extend from Presque Isle to Houlton. The cost of Emera’s proposed transmission 
project is estimated at $15-$17 million. Also associated with the Emera proposal are 
upgrades on the New Brunswick side. Including the cost of some or all of the New 
Brunswick side upgrades associated with Emera's proposal, the cost of Emera's 
proposal would be in the range of $33 to $35 million.  
 
 

II. ALTERNATIVE TRANSMISSION PROPOSALS 
 

In December 2012, the Commission opened an investigation into the reliability of 
electric service in northern Maine.  Investigation into Reliability of Electric Service in 
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Northern Maine, Docket No. 2012-00589.  A number of parties including Emera filed 
proposals for addressing the reliability problems in northern Maine in that docket.  
Following Emera’s preliminary filing in this docket, Commission staff directed the 
proponents of other proposed transmission alternatives in the investigatory docket to 
present their transmission alternatives either in separate dockets for consolidation in 
this docket or directly as alternatives in this proceeding.  The following transmission 
alternatives have been filed in this docket. 

 
The proposal of New Hampshire Transmission, LLC (NHT) is an approximately 

26-mile, 345 kV transmission line that would connect the existing Mullen Substation to 
an interconnection point in Haynesville.  The line would be constructed adjacent to an 
existing, unused right of way known as the Bridal Path.  The estimated cost of NHT’s 
proposal is $59.4 million.   
 

The proposal of Central Maine Power (CMP) and EDP Renewables North 
America LLC (EDPRNA) regards CMP’s proposal to construct a new 26-mile, 345 kV 
transmission line between the existing Mullen Substation and Haynesville.  In 
conjunction with CMP’s proposal, EDPRNA proposes the use of a wind power project 
generator lead line to interconnect in Haynesville, Maine. The proposed line is along a 
transmission corridor located between Houlton and Haynesville known as the Bridal 
Path.  The cost of this proposal is approximately $147 million. 

 
The proposal of Maine GenLead, LLC (MGL) and Northern Maine 

Interconnection, LLC (NMI) involves using the Oakfield Wind project’s 59-mile generator 
lead and the construction of a 14-16 mile extension to connect to the Northern Maine 
transmission system. The generator lead and the extension would provide a direct 
interconnection between northern Maine and ISO-NE. The extension would run from the 
Oakfield Wind project to the Mullen Substation. MGL and NMI state their proposal can 
be provided at a fixed cost of $3.1 million per year for a 30 year term.  
 

III. INTERVENTION 
 

The Commission will conduct an adjudicatory proceeding to decide whether to 
authorize Emera to build its new proposed transmission line, and it will also consider the 
alternative transmission proposal identified above. The Commission provided an initial 
opportunity to intervene in this matter in April 2014, and now, following the completion of 
the NTA study and Emera’s supplemental filings, any persons who are affected by 
Emera’s proposal are provided this additional opportunity to participate in this 
proceeding as a party. Any person who wishes to participate in the proceeding as a 
party may file a petition to intervene on or before October 27, 2014. The petition 
should be filed in accordance with the requirements of Section 8 of the Commission’s 
Rules of Practice and Procedure. The deadline for objections to Petitions to 
Intervene is November 3, 2014. 

 
Anyone interested in intervening in this case must sign up as a “registered user” 
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in the Commission’s Case Management System (CMS).1 When registering, persons 
should remember to indicate the entity or entities that you represent and on behalf of 
whom you may be making filings. Such persons should also place themselves on the 
notification list for the above-referenced docket. Registered persons whose petitions to 
intervene are granted shall be placed on the active party list and will receive notice of 
filings through the Commission’s CMS. 
 

IV. CASE CONFERENCE 
 

An initial case conference in this matter will be held on November 6, 2014 
10:00 a.m. in the Commission’s Worster Room. The Telebridge will be available.2 
The purpose of the conference will be to address interventions, objections to 
interventions and other matters that may arise.  
 

V. SERVICE OF NOTICE 
 

Emera and the proponents of transmission alternatives set forth above are directed 
to send a copy of this Notice to the municipal officers of municipalities in which the 
transmission lines will be located and to the landowners along the proposed 
transmission line routes.  Emera and the other proponents are also directed to send 
a copy of this NOTICE, on or before October 17, 2014, to all known abutters of any 
facilities proposed in this proceeding. Emera and the proponents of transmission 
alternatives may coordinate their notices to avoid serving abutters with multiple notices.  
MGL and NMI need only serve notice on abutters to the 14-16 mile line interconnection 
to the Northern Maine transmission system.  Emera and proponents of transmission 
alternatives are required on or before October 17, 2014 to notify the Commission 
that they have notified abutters. 

 
Dated at Augusta, Maine, this 15th day of October, 2014. 

 
BY ORDER OF THE HEARING EXAMINERS 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Lisa Fink 

 
 

___________________________________ 
Amy Mills 

                                                 
1 To register, persons should access the Commission’s website at www.maine.gov/mpuc and click on 
“Online Filing, Docketed Case, Forms, and RFP’s” on the left hand side of the home page. Then click on 
the large “Registered Users” link in the large gray box. Then click on the “New User Registration” link at 
the bottom of the “Account Login” area. Further detailed instructions are available on the Commission’s 
website at www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=pucpressreleases&id=414946&v=article08.  
 
2 The Telebridge number is 877-455-0244, Code 2072871388 
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